
Genocide

I r i sh Fami ne
Uni t  VI

VI

Genoci de
Per f or mance Obj ect i ves:

The st udent  wi l l  wei gh t he opi ni ons of  hi st or i ans and at t empt  t o come 
t o a concl usi on about  genoci de i n I r el and dur i ng t he Gr eat  Fami ne.

Teachi ng/ l ear ni ng St r at egi es and Act i v i t i es:

St udent s wi l l  s t udy t he opi ni ons of  hi st or i ans and compar e t hem wi t h 
def i ni t i ons of  genoci de pr ovi ded.

Act i v i t y 1.  St udent s wi l l  r ead " Genoci de" ,  answer  quest i ons 
f ol l owi ng t he r eadi ngs and di scuss t he i ssues r ai sed.

I nst r uct i onal  Mat er i al s/ Resour ces:

" Genoci de"  ( see f oot not es f or  sour ces)  
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I r i sh Fami ne
Uni t  VI
Act i v i t y 1

GENOCI DE

The Amer i can Her i t age Di ct i onar y  def i nes genoci de as:  " The 
syst emat i c,  pl anned anni hi l at i on of  a r aci al ,  pol i t i cal  or  cul t ur al  
gr oup. "

The Uni t ed Nat i ons Convent i on on Genoci de,  adopt ed by t he U. N.  i n 
1948 l i s t s t hi s as one of  t he act s whi ch qual i f y :  " del i ber at el y 
i nf l i c t i ng on t he gr oup condi t i ons of  l i f e cal cul at ed t o br i ng about  
i t s  dest r uct i on i n whol e or  par t . "

Ri char d L.  Rubenst ei n i n hi s book The Age of  Tr i age:  Fear  and Hope i n 
an Over cr owded Wor l d of f er s yet  anot her  def i ni t i on.  He st at es,  " . . . a 
gover nment  i s  as r esponsi bl e f or  a genoci dal  pol i cy when i t s 
of f i c i al s accept  mass deat h as a necessar y cost  of  i mpl ement i ng t hei r  
pol i c i es as when t hey pur sue genoci de as an end i n i t sel f . "  ( 1. )

  
BRI TI SH,  I RI SH AND AMERI CAN VOI CES:
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I MMORAL SELF- I NTEREST

Oxf or d hi st or y pr of essor  James Ant hony Fr oude ,  who once wr ot e t hat  
I r i sh f ol k wer e " mor e l i ke squal i d apes t han human bei ngs"  wr ot e t he 
f ol l owi ng i n hi s book,  Engl i sh i n I r el and  :  " Engl and gover ned I r el and 
f or  what  she deemed her  own i nt er est ,  maki ng her  cal cul at i ons on t he 
gr oss bal ance of  her  t r ade l edger s,  and l eavi ng mor al  obl i gat i ons 
asi de,  as i f  r i ght  and wr ong had been bl ot t ed out  of  t he st at ut e book 
of  t he Uni ver se. "  ( 2. )

Dr .  GRAY

I n hi s essay,  " I deol oqy  and t he Fami ne" ,  Bel f ast - bor n and 
Cambr i dge- educat ed hi st or i an Pet er  Gr ay wr ot e t hat :

" I t  i s  di f f i cul t  t o r ef ut e t he i ndi ct ment  made by one 
humani t ar i an Engl i sh obser ver  i n t he l at er  st ages of  t he 
Fami ne,  t hat  ami dst  ' an abundance of  cheap f ood. . . ver y many 
have been done t o deat h by pur e t yr anny' .  The char ge of  
cul pabl e negl ect  of  t he consequences of  pol i c i es l eadi ng t o 
mass st ar vat i on i s i ndi sput abl e.  That  a consci ous choi ce t o 
pur sue mor al  or  economi c obj ect i ves at  t he expense of  human 
l i f e was made by sever al  mi ni st er s i s  al so demonst r abl e. "

Pr of essor  Gr ay concl udes,  however ,  t hat  Br i t i sh gover nment  pol i cy 
" was not  a pol i cy of  del i ber at e genoci de" ,  but  a dogmat i c r ef usal  t o 
admi t  t he pol i cy was wr ong and " amount ed t o a sent ence of  deat h t o 
many t housands. "  ( 3. )

PROFESSOR CLARK

Denni s Cl ar k,  an I r i sh- Amer i can hi st or i an,  wr ot e i n The I r i sh i n 
Phi l adel phi a t hat  t he f ami ne was " t he cul mi nat i on of  gener at i ons of  
negl ect ,  mi sr ul e and r epr essi on.  I t  was an epi c of  Engl i sh col oni al  
cr uel t y and i nadequacy.  For  t he l andl ess cabi n dwel l er s i t  meant  
emi gr at i on or  ext i nct i on. . .  ( 4. )

The di mensi ons of  t he cal ami t y can har dl y be del i neat ed by s i mpl e 
st at i st i cs.  Engl and had pr esi ded over  an epochal  di sast er  t oo 
monst r ous and t oo i mper sonal  t o be a mer e pr oduct  of  i ndi v i dual  
i l l - wi l l  or  t he f i endi sh out come of  a wel l - pl anned conspi r acy.  I t  was 
somet hi ng wor se:  t he cumul at i ve ant agoni sm and cor r upt i on of  t he 
Engl i sh r ul i ng c l ass was v i s i t ed wi t h cr ushi ng i nt ensi t y upon a 
l ong- enf eebl ed f oe.  I t  was as c l ose t o genoci de as col oni al i sm woul d 
come i n t he ni net eent h cent ur y. "

About  t he 50, 000 evi ct i ons t hat  t ook pl ace dur i ng t he Fami ne,  Cl ar k 
wr ot e:  " The Br i t i sh gover nment ' s i nsi st ence on ' t he absol ut e r i ght s 
of  l andl or ds' "  t o evi ct  f ar mer s and t hei r  f ami l i es so t hey coul d 
r ai se cat t l e and sheep,  was a pr ocess " as c l ose t o ' et hni c c l eansi ng'  
as any Bal kan war  ever  enact ed. "  ( 5. )

PROFESSOR DONNELLY
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Pr of essor  James S.  Donnel l y Jr . ,  a hi st or i an at  t he Uni ver si t y of  
Wi sconsi n,  wr ot e t he f ol l owi ng i n Landl or d and Tenant  i n 
Ni net eent h- Cent ur y I r el and:

" I  woul d dr aw t he f ol l owi ng br oad concl usi on:  at  a f ai r l y  
ear l y st age of  t he Gr eat  Fami ne t he gover nment ' s abj ect  
f ai l ur e t o st op or  even sl ow down t he c l ear naces  ( evi ct i ons)  
cont r i but ed i n a maj or  way t o enshr i ni ng t he i dea of  Engl i sh 
st at e- sponsor ed genoci de i n I r i sh popul ar  mi nd.  Or  per haps 
one shoul d say i n t he I r i sh mi nd,  f or  t hi s was a not i on t hat  
appeal ed t o many educat ed and di scr i mi nat i ng men and women,  
and not  onl y t o t he r evol ut i onar y mi nor i t y. . . "

But  Donnel l y concl udes ot her wi se:  " And i t  i s  al so my cont ent i on t hat  
whi l e genoci de was not  i n f act  commi t t ed,  what  happened dur i ng and as 
a r esul t  of  t he c l ear ances had t he l ook of  genoci de t o a gr eat  many 
I r i sh. . . "  ( 6. )

COMMI SSI ONER TWI SLETON

When t he I r i sh Poor  Law Commi ssi oner ,  Edwar d Twi sl et on  r esi gned i n 
pr ot est  over  l ack of  r el i ef  ai d f r om Br i t ai n,  t he Lor d Li eut enant  of  
I r el and,  t he Ear l  of  Cl ar endon,  wr ot e t he f ol l owi ng t o Br i t i sh Pr i me 
Mi ni st er  Lor d John Russel l :

" He ( Twi sl et on )  t hi nks t hat  t he dest i t ut i on her e [ i n I r el and]  
i s  so hor r i bl e,  and t he i ndi f f er ence of  t he House of  Commons 
i s so mani f est ,  t hat  he i s an unf i t  agent  f or  a pol i cy t hat  
must  be one of  ext er mi nat i on. "  ( 7. )

I n 1849 Twi sl et on  t est i f i ed t hat  " compar at i vel y t r i f l i ng sums wer e 
r equi r ed f or  Br i t ai n t o spar e i t sel f  t he deep di sgr ace of  per mi t t i ng 
i t s  mi ser abl e f el l ow subj ect s t o di e of  st ar vat i on. "  Accor di ng t o 
Gr ay,  t he Br i t i sh spent  7 mi l l i on Pounds f or  r el i ef  i n I r el and 
bet ween 1845 and 1850,  " r epr esent i ng l ess t han hal f  of  one per cent  of  
t he Br i t i sh gr oss nat i onal  pr oduct  over  f i ve year s.  Cont empor ar i es 
not ed t he shar p cont r ast  wi t h t he 20 mi l l i on Pounds compensat i on 
gi ven t o West  I ndi an s l ave- owner s i n t he 1830s. "  ( 8. )

LORD CLARENDON

The Lor d Li eut enant  of  I r el and,  t he Ear l  of  Cl ar endon wr ot e a l et t er  
t o Pr i me Mi ni st er  Russel l  on Apr i l  26t h,  1849,  expr essi ng hi s 
f eel i ngs about  l ack of  ai d f r om t he Br i t i sh House of  Commons:

" I  do not  t hi nk t her e i s anot her  l egi s l at ur e i n Eur ope t hat  
woul d di sr egar d such suf f er i ng as now exi st s i n t he west  of  
I r el and,  or  col dl y per si st  i n a pol i cy of  ext er mi nat i on. "  
( 9. )

PROFESSOR SENI OR

Nassau Seni or ,  a r espect ed economi cs pr of essor  at  Oxf or d Uni ver si t y 
sai d t hat  t he Fami ne i n I r el and " woul d not  k i l l  mor e t han one mi l l i on 
peopl e,  and t hat  woul d scar cel y be enough t o do any good. "  ( 10. )

EDWARDS AND Wl LLI AMS
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I n The Gr eat  Fami ne:  St udi es i n I r i sh Hi st or y 1845- 52 Edi t or s R.  
Dudl ey Edwar ds and T.  Desmond Wi l l i ams wr ot e:

" The pol i t i cal  comment at or ,  t he bal l ad s i nger  and t he unknown 
maker  of  f ol k- t al es have al l  spoken about  t he Gr eat  f ami ne,  
but  i s  t her e mor e t o be sai d? I f  man,  t he pr i soner  of  t i me,  
act s i n conf or mi t y wi t h t he convent i ons of  soci et y i nt o whi ch 
he i s bor n,  i t  i s  di f f i cul t  t o j udge hi m wi t h i r r evocabl e 
har shness.  So i t  i s  wi t h t he men of  t he f ami ne er a.  Human 
l i mi t at i ons and t i mi di t y domi nat e t he st or y of  t he Gr eat  
Fami ne,  but  of  gr eat  and del i ber at el y i mposed evi l  i n hi gh 
posi t i ons of  r esponsi bi l i t y  t her e i s l i t t l e evi dence. "  ( 11. )  

JOHN MI TCHEL

John Mi t chel ,  l eader  of  t he Young I r el and Movement ,  wr ot e t he 
f ol l owi ng i n 1860:

" I  have cal l ed i t  an ar t i f i c i al  f ami ne:  t hat  i s  t o say,  i t  
was a f ami ne whi ch desol at ed a r i ch and f er t i l e i s l and,  t hat  
pr oduced ever y year  abundance and super abundance t o sust ai n 
al l  her  peopl e and many mor e.  The Engl i sh,  i ndeed,  cal l  t he 
f ami ne a " di spensat i on of  Pr ovi dence; "  and ascr i be i t  
ent i r el y t o t he bl i ght  on pot at oes.  But  pot at oes f ai l ed i n 
l i ke manner  al l  over  Eur ope;  yet  t her e was no f ami ne save i n 
I r el and.  The Br i t i sh account  of  t he mat t er ,  t hen,  i s  f i r st ,  a 
f r aud -  second,  a bl asphemy.  The Al mi ght y,  i ndeed,  sent  t he 
pot at o bl i ght ,  but  t he Engl i sh cr eat ed t he f ami ne. "  ( 12. )

OTHER I RI SH NATI ONALI STS

I n 1848,  Deni s Shi ne Lawl or  suggest ed t hat  Lor d John Russel l  was a 
st udent  of  t he poet  Spenser ,  who had i nhumanel y cal cul at ed " how f ar  
Engl i sh col oni zat i on and Engl i sh pol i cy mi ght  be most  ef f ect i vel y 
car r i ed out  by I r i sh st ar vat i on. "  ( 13. )

That  same year  a Cor k Ci t y Counci l or  named Br ady t ol d hi s audi ence 
t hat  t he Br i t i sh Pr i me Mi ni st er  had " v i ol at ed ever y pl edge pr evi ousl y 
made on ar r i v i ng at  pl ace and power . . .  a mi l l i on and a hal f  I r i sh 
peopl e per i shed,  wer e smi t t en and of f er ed up as a hol ocaust ,  whose 
bl ood ascended t o t he t hr one of  God f or  r edr ess. . . ,  but  t he pi t y was 
t hat  t he mi ni st er  was per mi t t ed t o act  so wi t h i mpuni t y. "

On Apr i l  1,  1848,  an edi t or i al  wr i t er  i n The Nat i on  sai d,  " I t  i s  
evi dent  t o al l  men t hat  our  f or ei gn gover nment  i s  but  a c l ub f or  
gr ave- di gger s. . . we ar e deci mat ed not  by t he wi l l  of  God but  t he wi l l  
of  t he Whi gs. "  ( 14. )

WOODHAM -  SMI TH

At  t he end of  The Gr eat  Hunger ,  Ceci l  Woodham- Smi t h concl udes:
" These mi sf or t unes wer e not  par t  of  a pl an t o dest r oy t he 
I r i sh nat i on;  t hey f el l  on t he peopl e because t he gover nment  
of  Lor d John Russel l  was af f l i c t ed wi t h an ext r aor di nar y 
i nabi l i t y  t o f or esee consequences.  I t  has been f r equent l y 
decl ar ed t hat  t he par si mony of  t he Br i t i sh Gover nment  dur i ng 
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t he f ami ne was t he mai n cause of  t he suf f er i ngs of  t he 
peopl e,  and par si mony was cer t ai nl y car r i ed t o r emar kabl e 
l engt hs;  but  obt useness,  shor t - s i ght edness and i gnor ance 
pr obabl y cont r i but ed mor e. " ( 15. )

" Much of  t hi s obt useness spr ang f r om t he f anat i cal  f ai t h of  
mi d- ni net eent h cent ur y Br i t i sh pol i t i c i ans i n t he economi c 
doct r i ne of  l ai ssez- f ai r e  ,  no i nt er f er ence by gover nment ,  no 
meddl i ng wi t h t he oper at i on of  nat ur al  causes.  Adher ence t o 
l ai ssez- f ai r e  was car r i ed t o such a l engt h t hat  i n t he mi dst  
of  one of  t he maj or  f ami nes of  hi st or y,  t he gover nment  was 
per pet ual l y ner vous of  bei ng t oo good t o I r el and and of  
cor r upt i ng t he I r i sh peopl e by k i ndness,  and so st i f l i ng t he 
v i r t ues of  sel f  r el i ance and i ndust r y. "

" I n addi t i on hear t s wer e har dened by t he ant agoni sm t hen f el t  
by t he Engl i sh t owar ds t he I r i sh,  an ant agoni sm r oot ed f ar  
back i n r el i gi ous and pol i t i cal  hi st or y,  and at  t he per i od of  
t he f ami ne,  i r r i t at i on had been added as wel l . . . I t  i s  
i mpossi bl e t o r ead t he l et t er s of  Br i t i sh st at esmen of  t he 
per i od,  Char l es Wood and Tr evel yan  f or  i nst ance,  wi t hout  
ast oni shment  at  t he i nf l uence exer t ed by ant agoni sm and 
i r r i t at i on on gover nment  pol i cy i n I r el and dur i ng t he 
f ami ne. "

" I t  i s  not  char act er i st i c  of  t he Engl i sh t o behave as t hey 
have behaved i n I r el and;  as a nat i on,  t he Engl i sh have pr oved 
t hemsel ves t o be capabl e of  gener osi t y,  t ol er ance and 
magnani mi t y,  but  not  wher e I r el and i s concer ned.  As Sydney 
Smi t h,  t he cel ebr at ed wr i t er  and wi t ,  wr ot e:  ' The moment  t he 
ver y name of  I r el and i s ment i oned,  t he Engl i sh seem t o bi d 
adi eu t o common f eel i ng,  common pr udence and common sense,  
and t o act  wi t h t he bar bar i t y of  t yr ant s and t he f at ui t y of  
i di ot s. " '  ( 16. )

CHRI STI NE KI NEALY

At  t he end of  The Gr eat  Cal ami t y,  Chr i st i ne Ki neal y  wr i t es:
" Whi l e i t  was evi dent  t hat  t he gover nment  had t o do somet hi ng 
t o hel p al l evi at e t he suf f er i ng,  t he par t i cul ar  nat ur e of  t he 
act ual  r esponse,  especi al l y  f ol l owi ng 1846,  suggest s a mor e 
cover t  agenda and mot i vat i on.  As t he Fami ne pr ogr essed,  i t  
became appar ent  t hat  t he gover nment  was usi ng i t s  i nf or mat i on 
not  mer el y t o hel p i t  f or mul at e i t s  r el i ef  pol i c i es,  but  al so 
as an oppor t uni t y t o f aci l i t at e var i ous l ong- desi r ed changes 
wi t hi n I r el and.  These i ncl uded popul at i on cont r ol  and t he 
consol i dat i on of  pr oper t y t hr ough var i ous means,  i ncl udi ng 
emi gr at i on. . .

Despi t e t he over whel mi ng evi dence of  pr ol onged di st r ess 
caused by successi ve year s of  pot at o bl i ght ,  t he under l y i ng 
phi l osophy of  t he r el i ef  ef f or t s was t hat  t hey shoul d be kept  
t o a mi ni mal i st  l evel ;  i n f act  t hey act ual l y decr eased as t he 
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Fami ne pr ogr essed. "  ( 17. )
BRI TI SH COLONI AL POLI CI ES

Ceci l  Woodham- Smi t h,  an Engl i shwoman,  wr ot e t hat  " I t  i s  not  
char act er i st i c  of  t he Engl i sh t o behave as t hey have behaved i n 
I r el and. "  The f ol l owi ng hi st or i cal  r ecor d of f er  cont r ar y evi dence.  
Br i ef l y  consi der  f i ve i ssues:  Br i t i sh t r eat ment  of  Amer i can pr i soner s 
dur i ng t he Revol ut i on,  Br i t i sh domi nat i on of  t he s l ave t r ade,  Br i t i sh 
gover nment - backed " Opi um War " ,  Br i t i sh concent r at i on camps used 
dur i ng t he Boer  War ,  and t he 1943 mass st ar vat i on i n Br i t i sh- r ul ed 
Bengal ,  I ndi a.

1.  BRI TI SH STARVED AMERI CAN REVOLUTI ONARY WAR PRI SONERS

Dur i ng t he Amer i can Revol ut i on t he Br i t i sh put  capt ur ed r ebel  
sol di er s,  sai l or s,  and c i v i l i ans onboar d f l oat i ng dungeons cal l ed 
" hor r i bl e hul ks. "  Accor di ng t o Al ber t  Mar t i n i n The War  f or  
I ndependence,  " They wer e wor se t han any pr i son ashor e. "

On t he wor st  boat ,  H. M. S.  Jer sey,  ni cknamed ` Hel l  Af l oat ’ ,  " Pr i soner s 
wer e al l owed hal f  t he Royal  navy' s r at i on,  and t hat  was f ood r ej ect ed 
as t oo spoi l ed even f or  Her  Maj est y ' s seamen.  Rat s and ver mi n swar med 
t hr ough Jer sey,  spr eadi ng di sease. "

" Al t hough t he Jer sey hel d 1, 100 pr i soner s wi t h mor e ar r i v i ng 
dai l y,  over cr owdi ng was no pr obl em,  s i nce t he dyi ng made way 
f or  t he newcomer s.  Each mor ni ng a Redcoat  ser geant  bel l owed 
t hr ough t he bar s,  ' Rebel s,  t ur n out  your  dead. ’  No f ewer  t han 
f i ve bodi es wer e hoi st ed up each day. "

The onl y way t o get  of f  t he hul ks was t o change si des and enl i st  i n 
t he ser vi ce of  Ki ng Geor ge I I I .  " Br i t i sh of f i cer s const ant l y spoke of  
Hi s Maj est y ' s gener osi t y t owar d r ebel s who mended t hei r  ways.  Yet  
ver y f ew accept ed t he of f er  t o t ur n t r ai t or .  Thei r  wi l l i ngness t o 
suf f er  i s  pr oof  of  t hei r  devot i on t o t he cause of  Amer i can 
i ndependence. "  Over  el even t housand men di ed i n t hese hul ks,  mor e 
t han l ost  t hei r  l i ves i n a11 of  Geor ge Washi nqt on' s  bat t l es. .  ( 18. )

2.  DURI NG THE 17TH AND EARLY 18TH CENTURY,  ENGLAND WAS THE LEADI NG 
SLAVE TRADI NG NATI ON

Accor di ng t o a 1980 book,  The Af r i can Sl ave Tr ade  ,  Engl and began 
t r adi ng s l aves i n 1562 when London mer chant s f i nanced " t hr ee good 
shi ps"  wi t h hundr eds of  men i n t hei r  cr ews,  t o sai l  under  t he command 
of  Wi l l i am Hawki ns.  I n Gui nea,  t hey " got  i nt o t hei r  possessi on,  
par t l y  by t he swor d and par t l y  by ot her  means t o t he number  of  300 
Negr oes at  l east . "  ( 20. )

Bet ween 1795- 1804 when Engl i sh s l ave t r ade was at  i t s  hei ght ,  t he 
f ol l owi ng wer e t he c l ear ances f or  shi ps f r om t he t hr ee mai n Engl i sh 
por t s:
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Por t . Sl aves al l owed by r egul at i on Shi ps
Li ver pool 323, 770 1, 099
London 46, 505 155
Br i st ol 10, 718 29

" The val ue of  Br i t i sh i ncome der i ved f r om ( s l ave)  t r ade wi t h 
t he West  I ndi es was sai d t o be f our  t i mes gr eat er  t han t he 
val ue of  Br i t i sh i ncomes der i ved f r om t r ade wi t h t he r est  of  
t he wor l d.  And t hi s West  I ndi a t r ade was i n many r espect s t he 
i deal  col oni al  syst em.  The t r ade consi st ed i n s i mpl e exchange 
of  cheap manuf act ur ed goods f or  Af r i can s l aves,  of  Af r i can 
s l aves f or  West  I ndi a f oodst uf f s and t obacco;  and of  t hese 
pr oduct s,  once br ought  t o Eur ope,  f or  a hi gh r et ur n i n cash. "  
( 21. )

3.  THE BRI TI SH USED WARSHI PS AND TROOPS TO FORCE CHI NA TO ACCEPT 
I MPORTED OPI UM

Accor di ng t o Wor l d Hi st or y Fr om 1500 t he Br i t i sh want ed Chi nese t ea,  
but  had not hi ng but  cash t o t r ade f or  i t .  Thei r  col ony i n I ndi a was 
pr oduci ng a good cr op of  opi um,  but  i t  was pr ohi bi t ed i n Chi na except  
f or  medi cal  pur poses.  The Chi nese r esi st ed i l l egal  Br i t i sh opi um 
t r af f i ck i ng,  and t hat  l ed t o t he " Opi um War " .  Br i t ai n used super i or  
f i r epower ,  shi ps and t r oops t o f or ce t he Chi nese t o accept  opi um 
sal es.  " The opi um t r ade amount ed t o mi l l i ons of  s i l ver  dol l ar s and 
hundr eds of  t ons of  opi um annual l y. "  ( 22. )

4.  THE BRI TI SH STARVED THOUSANDS I N BOER WAR CONCENTRATI ON CAMPS

Fi f t y year s af t er  a mi l l i on I r i sh peopl e st ar ved t o deat h under  
Br i t i sh r ul e,  t he Engl i sh f ought  t hei r  l ast  gr eat  i mper i al i s t  war .  
Maj or - Gener al  Hor at i o H.  Ki t chener  commanded t he Br i t i sh t r oops 
f i ght i ng t he Dut ch Boer s i n Sout h Af r i ca.

Accor di ng t o Engl i sh aut hor  Thomas Pakenham,  i n hi s 1979 book The 
Boer  War ,  Ki t chener  hoped t o def eat  t he guer i l l a f or ces by dest r oyi ng 
t hei r  means of  suppor t .  He or der ed t he Boer  f ar ms bur ned and al l  t he 
cat t l e,  sheep and ot her  l i vest ock k i l l ed.  Hi s sol di er s t hen r ounded 
up al l  t he men,  women and chi l dr en who wer e not  guer i l l a f i ght er s,  
and put  t hem i nt o concent r at i on camps near  r ai l r oad l i nes.

One hundr ed and f i f t y  t housand peopl e,  whi t e and bl ack,  wer e i nt er ned 
i n camps wi t h no r unni ng wat er ,  no meat ,  no mi l k f or  t he chi l dr en,  
and l i t t l e f r esh f r ui t  or  veget abl es.  Humani t ar i ans r epor t ed t hat  
f ever - st r i cken chi l dr en- wer e dyi ng i n t he di r t .  Twent y t o 
t went y- ei ght  t housand peopl e di ed of  mal nut r i t i on and r el at ed 
di seases,  accor di ng t o Pakenham.  Br i t i sh " met hods of  bar bar i sm"  i n 
Sout h Af r i ca shocked t he wor l d.

5.  WHI LE UNDER BRI TI SH COLONI AL RULE,  MI LLI ONS STARVED I N BENGAL,  
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I NDI A

Accor di ng t o Dr .  Gi deon Pol ya ,  a pr of essor  i n Vi ct or i a,  Aust r al i an,  
t he 1943- 44 f ami ne t hat  k i l l ed an est i mat ed 3. 5 t o 5 mi l l i on peopl e 
i n Bengal  was " man- made" .  Dr .  Pol ya  says t hat  " t he Br i t i sh br ought  an 
unsympat het i c and r ut hl ess economi c agenda t o I ndi a"  and t hat  " t he 
cr eat i on of  f ami ne"  was br ought  about  by Br i t i sh " sequest r at i on and 
expor t  of  f ood f or  enhanced commer ci al  gai n. "

He says t hat  " Br i t i sh di s i ncl i nat i on t o r espond wi t h ur gency and 
vi gor  t o f ood def i c i t s r esul t ed i n a successi on of  about  2 dozen 
appal l i ng f ami nes dur i ng t he Br i t i sh occupat i on of  I ndi a. "  These 
swept  away t ens of  mi l l i ons of  peopl e.  One of  t he wor st  f ami nes was 
t hat  of  1770 t hat  k i l l ed an est i mat ed 10 mi l l i on peopl e i n Bengal  
( one t hi r d of  t he popul at i on)  and whi ch was " exacer bat ed by t he 
r apaci t y of  t he ( Br i t i sh)  East  I ndi a Company" .

Dr .  Pol ya  wr i t es t hat  " An ext r aor di nar y f eat ur e of  t he appal l i ng 
r ecor d of  Br i t i sh i mper i al i sm wi t h r espect  t o genoci de and mass,  
wor l d- wi de k i l l i ng of  huge number s of  peopl e ( by war  di sease and 
f ami ne)  i s  i t s  absence f r om publ i c per cept i on.  Thus,  f or  exampl e,  
i nspect i on of  a sel ect i on of  Br i t i sh hi st or y t ext s r eveal s t hat  
ment i on of  t he appal l i ng I r i sh Fami ne of  1845- 47 i s conf i ned i n each 
case t o sever al  l i nes ( al t hough t her e i s of  cour se det ai l ed 
di scussi on of  t he at t endant ,  r el at ed pol i t i cal  debat e about  t he Cor n 
Laws) .  I t  i s  har dl y sur pr i s i ng t hat  t her e shoul d be no ment i on of  
f ami ne i n I ndi a or  Bengal . "

The 1998 Nobel  Pr i ze wi nner  i n economi cs,  I ndi an- bor n Amar t ya  Sen ,  
was a chi l dhood vi ct i m of  t he Bengal  f ami ne.  He sai d,  " Any f ami ne i s 
easy t o pr event  i f  a gover nment  has t he i ncent i ve t o pr event  i t .  I f  
t he gover nment  gener at es t he i ncome,  t hen t he mar ket  can deal  wi t h 
t he suppl y pr obl em ver y wel l  by movi ng f ood. "  Fami nes never  st r i ke 
democr aci es,  Pr of essor  Sen cont ends.  " Democr acy gi ves a pol i t i cal  
i ncent i ve f or  t he gover nment  t o i nt er vene … el ect ed gover nment s f eel  
an obl i gat i on t o i nt er cede on behal f  of  const i t uent s.  Aut ocr at s f eel  
no such compunct i on. "

I f  t he above hi st or i cal  r ecor d i s t r ue,  t hen i t  i s  char act er i st i c  of  
Br i t i sh of f i c i al s t o behave as t hey behaved i n I r el and.  However ,  one 
cannot  concl ude t hat  t he r ut hl ess act i ons of  t he r ul i ng el i t e had t he 
compl et e suppor t  of  t he Br i t i sh peopl e.

THE CASE FOR GENOCI DE I N I RELAND:  A SUMMARY

1.  Br i t i sh Laws enact ed over  cent ur i es,  depr i ved t he I r i sh of  t hei r  
l and,  l anguage,  t r ade,  educat i on,  vot e and r el i gi on.

2.  Br i t i sh r aci sm agai nst  t he I r i sh peopl e has been mani f est  f or  
cent ur i es,  and has been used t o dehumani ze,  debase,  cr i mi nal i ze and 
ensl ave t he I r i sh.  Br i t i sh r aci sm al so ext ended t o Af r i cans,  I ndi ans,  
Egypt i ans and ot her  conquer ed peopl es.
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3.  The Br i t i sh gover nment  uphel d t he absol ut e r i ght  of  l andl or ds t o 
evi ct  I r i sh f ami l i es dur i ng a t er r i bl e f ami ne even i n t he dead of  
wi nt er .  Fur t her ,  t he Poor  Law was encour aged l andl or ds t o engage i n 
evi ct i on i n or der  not  t o be bankr upt ed by poor  r at es f or  t hei r  
t enant s.

4.  The Br i t i sh al l owed massi ve amount s of  f ood t o be expor t ed f r om 
I r el and dur i ng t he Fami ne and j ust i f i ed i t  under  t he doct r i ne of  
l ai ssez- f ai r e,  or  non- i nt er f er ence.  However ,  Br i t i sh i nt er f er ence i n 
I r i sh t r ade has been pr ol onged and cont i nuous,  bef or e,  dur i ng,  and 
af t er  t he Fami ne.

5.  The Br i t i sh aut hor i t i es wer e wel l  awar e t hat  t he Poor  Law made 
l andl or ds mor e l i kel y t o make a one- t i me payment  f or  " cof f i n shi p"  
passage f or  t hei r  t enant s r at her  t hat  cont i nue t o pay t axes f or  t hei r  
upkeep i n wor khouses.  Canadi an of f i c i al s r epeat edl y sent  r epor t s 
i nf or mi ng Br i t i sh of f i c i al s of  t he massi ve mor t al i t y  r at es on t hese 
shi ps.

QUESTI ONS:

Whi ch hi st or i an or  aut hor  pr ovi des t he weakest  ar gument s about  
genoci de? Whi ch t he st r ongest ? Why?
Whi ch,  i f  any,  of  t he t hr ee def i ni t i ons of  genoci de appl i es t o 
Br i t i sh r ul e i n I r el and?
Why i s i t  i mpor t ant  t o consi der  t he ot her  act s of  st ar vat i on 
i mposed by t he Br i t i sh i n t he hi st or i cal  per i od bef or e and af t er  
t he Fami ne?
Do t he act i ons of  t he Br i t i sh gover nment  r el at ed t o t he 
Revol ut i onar y War  pr i son shi ps,  t he s l ave t r ade,  t he Opi um War ,  
t he Boer  War ,  and t he Bengal  f ami ne i nf l uence your  opi ni on about  
whet her  or  not  t he Br i t i sh wer e capabl e of  genoci de i n I r el and?
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